The Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii, the oldest
continuing Italian-American Catholic Church
in Chicago, is a place to pray for peace that
embraces people of all faiths. A center of
hospitality and growth, the Shrine’s ministry is
one of spiritual assistance and service where all
might experience inspirational moments of
prayer, comfort and contemplation. Founded by
the Italian community of Chicago’s near West
Side, the Shrine enhances the mission of the
Archdiocese of Chicago by dedicating its
resources to healing, prayer and pilgrimage.

Detail - Sorrowful Mysteries:

Translation of tablets, Sorrowful Mysteries door:
Paul VI: “Without contemplation, the Rosary is a
body without a soul.” John Paul II: “To meditate on
the mysteries of the Rosary is to look into the face of
Christ.”

These sacred bronze doors depicting the mysteries of
the Rosary are the extraordinary and generous gift
of the Joseph and Patricia Perillo Family.

Dedicated by Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L
October 11, 2004

Photos of the Doors depict:
* Sorrowful Mysteries— Front Left Panel
**Glorious Mysteries - Front Right Panel

Our gratitude to
Paula D’ Angelo and Biagio Governali
for their contributions to this brochure.

Visit us at www.ourladyofpompeii.org
to learn more about our pilgrimages and events.
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Above: West Door depicting Joyful Mysteries.

Our beautifully crafted bronze doors enhance
the artistic beauty of the Shrine and the City of
Chicago. Moreover, these great portals are a
wonderful aid in praying the Rosary and in
contemplation of the wonders of God’s love for
humankind.

Pope John Paul II observed in his Apostolic
Letter, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, published on
October 16, 2002, that images and icons assist
the human imagination to enter more deeply
into the Christian mysteries. Artistic
representations help those who pray the Rosary
to meditate more meaningfully on the suffering
and death of Christ for our salvation. These
great doors mark the threshold between the
profane and the sacred, between time and
eternity. Is it any wonder that here at The
Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii, the oldest
continuing Italian-American Catholic Church in
Chicago and deeply rooted in its heritage, the
arts should be evident as a testimony to such a
legacy? Art inspires and brings us closer to the
reality that is the Christ. It is evident in
everything we do at the Shrine: from the
homilies that enliven the Word, to the windows
that detail the life of Christ, his Mother and the
Saints, to the music that penetrates our inner
soul, the arts within our church help us to see,
feel and discover the life of the Spirit.

We invite you to study our doors carefully. As
the work of the Shrine seeks to teach the Gospel
message, the portals into our sanctuary help us
begin a journey to understanding the great
Mysteries of the Gospel. Even when the Shrine
doors are closed, they beckon all who pass by
to look, feel and experience the wonders and
glory of the Lord.

The exterior doors visually narrate the twenty
mysteries of the Rosary: the Joyful (Left),
Sorrowful*, Glorious** and Luminous (Right)
mysteries. The faithful can use each panel as a
meditation to pray each decade of the Rosary or
to find a personal encounter with Jesus and his

Mother, Mary. The figure of the Risen Christ
dominates all the others. This is a great
proclamation that it is only in Christ that death
has been conquered and that life is victorious.
With Christ, we all hope to share in this victory
even now, as we enter these holy doors to share
in the Banquet of Life.

The unique characteristic of these holy doors is
that they are sculpted on two sides. The inside
panels are graced by four angels who indicate
the path of Mary, who teaches us how to pray in
her house, the Shrine. These great angels with
torches of light declare that salvation comes not
from the things of this age, but from Christ,
who is the Light of the World and act as guard-
ians, ever watchful, of our sacred worship site.

It is interesting that in Europe, most of the
complete works of art that have survived from
the Middle Ages undamaged and un-restored
are bronze doors, the majority of which exist in
Italy. Even in certain areas of Italy where fine
art is rare, bronze doors have survived. One of
the world's prominent art historians, Lord
Kenneth Clark, in his book, "The Florence
Baptistry Doors" points out that the bronze
doors of those early ages were modeled in wax
and later cast by Venetian craftsmen who took a
year to chase and polish the bronze before
mounting the door into position. The exact
same process was used in 2004 to create these
Bronze Doors from the artistic imagination of
Biagio Governali, native of Corleone, Italy.
Once he cast each panel in the old wax method,
he sent them to Verona, Italy where the panels
and complete doors were cast and polished.

The craftsmen from the Veneto town of Verona
came to Chicago on two occasions to mount and
position the doors. The doors were unveiled
and blessed by Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.,
on October 11, 2004 during the annual
Columbus Day celebration.

The Bronze Doors of the Holy Rosary of Our
Salvation herald our faith, give homage to our

Italian roots, and will inspire generations to
come.

Below: East Door depicting Luminous Mysteries.




